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felt themselves at liberty to violate them. But this
aberration is the strongest proof of the value of this
legal restraint, showing that it was exercised to re-
press the worst passions, and directly connecting with
the institutions of Islam the high character of honour
which is never to be found save acting as a mode-
rator. There is but one instance in which ambition
induced the Turkish Government to violate an en-
gagement. The voice of religion was then loudly
raised against the outrage, and in the subsequent
triumphant progress of the Ottoman forces through
Hungary to Vienna, which lay exposed and defence-
less, when every temptation of easy victory might
have led on with eagle's flight the unresisted squad-
rons, the troops, discouraged by the denunciations of
the Ulemas, and the chiefs paralysed by the same
cause, exhibited in their insubordination an example
*of respect for the moral dictates of religion which
is perhaps unparalleled in the military history of
Europe. The disasters of the campaign, attributed,
of course, to other sources by biographers of the
Western heroes, let loose the suppressed indignation
of the population of Constantinople; and Maho-
med IV., after having occupied the throne for more
than forty years, was sent to the Seven Towers, to
expiate with his life the resumption of hostilities
before the expiration of a truce.